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Fair Trade, beſides the Heavy Duties it lies under , 
yet more from the Frauds of Sruglers and the ES 
of Officers , for preventing both which, the BI 


ſuffers 


LL before 


the Houle 75 Calculated fo that tis no wonder if the Pri= 
vate Intereſts of Clandeſtine Traders and Officers, 


ſhould unite, in raiſing a Clamour 


9. [arch "_ 


The Clauſes whereof are to 
the Effect following. 
I. HAT all Ships under juſt ſuſpicion 

of an Irregular Trade, by hover- 

ing and remainitig unneceſlarily 
near the Shore , ſhould be ſubject 
to a Search, and the Maſter obliged to declare 
his Conſignment. 


2. The ſecond Clauſe ſubjects all Perſons 
any way aiding or aſliſting in Smugling , to 
a Penalty, and alſo forfeits the Horſes or Car- 
riages imployed 1n ſuch Service. 


3, 4, 5- The third, fourth, and fifth Clau- 


ſes require the Making True Entries, with re- 


ference to the Countrey , and alſo the Proper-_ 
ty of the Goods, under a Penalty , on any | 


Prevarication, 


6. The ſixth Clauſe provides for the Secu- 


rity of Goods caſually caſt on Shore ,-till the 
Daties are paid. 


_* 7. Brandy in ſmall Casks, or Salt in Bags, 
to be forfeited , if found on board Ships pre- 
tending to be bound to Ireland, or the Neigh- 
bouring Iſlands, as well as if Imported to Exg- 
land. | © EF. 


' 8, No Houſe to be broken open in Search 
of Uncuſtomed Goods, but on freſh Parſuit, or 
Information upon Oath , and the Informer to 
have Equal Share with the Officer. 


9. All Merchants to be Civilly tfeated and 
dihgently diſpatched ,. on-pain of, ſuſpending 
the Officer whonegleds his Duty herem, ,That 
3s indiſpatching due Certificates of Over En- 
tries or Damage ; and Poſt Entries to- þe a- 
voided as much as is poſſible. 


\ 10. Goods brought to the Ware-houle at 
the Merchants deſire, for ſecuring the! Duty 
to be centred in a certain time , or the Ware- 


' !houſe room to be paid for. 


u CH Declaration of the Maſter, is ho 

\ y more than whar is already required from 

all who come into Port , and this Clauſe 

will not delay any Ship which duly pro- 

ſecutes her Voyage , or prevent taking in ne- 
ceſlarv Supplies, 


This was in the French Prohibition Af, and 
the ſpeedy Conviction , will make it more Ef- 
fectual; as well as more Uleful, to the Poor. 


This neceſſary to prevent Colouring French 
or Aliens Goods, under other Names ; but if 
the Swearing Toties Quoties be vbjedted to, a 
General Oath may ſuffice inſtead of it; 


The King's Intereſt in ſich Goods , would 
help. to preſerve the Subjeds Right better than 
it would be otherwiſe. | 


This Clauſe makes the Smugling more diffi- 


cult in theſe Inſtances , wherein it was before 


too frequently practiſed, 


'Tis no unuſual Practice for Merchants to di- 
ſturb one another in the ſame Trade , by whi- 
ſpering Stories to Officers, without any Foun- 
dation, which 1s a great Miſchief , 'when it 
goes:fo far as to break into Houſes, The othet 
part, is for Encouraging Juſt Informations. 


The Fundamental Security to the Revenue 
ariſes from the Obligation upon Merchants to 
enter their Goods babes they land them ; And 
all Short Entries under Colour of ' Damage or 
any other Pretence whatſoever , ſubjedts ſo 
much to Frauds by Collufive Practices with the 
Officers at the Water-fide. 6 


. ., This,.only to oblige the Mexcharits to di- 
ſpatch the Entring their Goods, in order to/ 


clear the Kings Ware-liouſe. 
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_ 11 Wines 


tr. Wines to be Imported in Cettain Cask; 
on pain of Loſing the 12 per Cert. tor Leakage, 
and to be obliged to enter as fill'd up, gaug- 
ing the Wine if otherwiſe Imported. 


12. Damaged Tobacco to be deſtroyed, on 
certain Conditions. - 


t 3. No Perſon to be admitted to Claim any 
Goods ſeized , without giving Security to an- 


fiver Coſts of Suit. 


14. No Goods to be carried Coaſt-ways | 


without a Cuſtom-houſe Diſpatch, or Landed, 
but in preſence of an Officer. 


15. Fiſher Boats,Coal Ships, or other Coaſt- 
ing Veſſels, taking in any Uncuſtomed or 
Prohibited, or Certificat Goods at Sea, with- 
out Warrant , ſhall be forteited, unleſs in Ca- 


ſes of abſolute neceſlity. 


16. Foreign Goods carried up the Naviga- | 


ble Rivers , ſhall have Cuſtom-houſe Di- 
| ſpatches, as if carried from Port to Port. 


© x7. Endorſed Cocquets to be by Afal En- 
dorſement on the firſt Warrant in all-Caſes 
where 'ris practicable. 


18. No Bounty to be paid for Corn Ex- 
ported , without the ſame Proof which the 
Law already requires, before the Bond be 
Cancell'd; | | BEL” 


. 19. Na Ship importing any Foreign Goods 
ſhall diſcharge the ſame into Lighters, but on 
' a Sufferance:'with Condition to fecure-a: due 
Entry of all ſuch Gocds, 


. 20. Officers to be' ſettled in the Iſles: of 
Mar, Guerazy, and' Ferzy, &c. with Autho- 
*#1t1cs to prevent Irregular Trade, 
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2I. and 22. Certain:-ennmerated::Goods 
paying very high Duties, as alſo all French 
Abd: Prohibted Goods being ſeized/afid con- 
emned ta be ſold by Inch of 'Candle;' The 
King to have Two thirds 0b ſuch Sale;'! piytng 
the charge of Proſecution, and no Letter of Li- 
cence to be granted for Compounding ſach 
*SErzureb/ | 


|  Fhe Rulle in the Book of Rates, which al- 


lows Outs,ſuppoſes Certain Cask, and the Mer- 
chant who had before his Election on the En- 
try, Whether to Enter fill'd or unfilld s will 
have it now on the Importation. 


The partiality ef Officers in the Allowances 
for Damage , is a great Diſcouragemenrt to 
Fair Trade, which this Clauſe prevents, as 
well as prejudice to the Subje& , by the Mix- 
ing of Unwholſom Tobacco with Sound : and 
if the like Practice might be uſed to Unſound 
Wines, it would probably have the ſame good 
Effet every way. 


This to prevent Sham-Claims of Perſons no 
way intereſted in the Property of the Goods. 


Theſe Three Clauſes neceſſary to prevent 
the Frauds uſually praiſed in the Coaſt 
Frade. 


This faves the. Merchant the unneceſſary 
trouble and charge of Two Entries, and ſe- 
cures the Revenue better from double Ship- 
ping of Sabfidy Goods and Double Deben- 
tures for Certificat Goods. 


Security being already required for Export- 
ing ſach Corn, the Reaſon of the Law holds 
againſt paying the Bounty, till ſuch Security be 
duly diſcharged by a Certificat of the Adcual 


Exportation. 


The unſhipping Goods before Entry creates 
a Forfeiture in Law ; And tho' Trade may be 
accommodated in this Particular, yet the 
King's Security. ſhould not be leflened, 


Without ſuch Care thoſe Iſlands may be 
made-Magazines for Plantation and Prohibited 
Goods, which will be more eafily ftollen from 
thence into Brgland! | 


The Reaſon of theſe Clauſes is, that the 
King's Share by Compoſition , and even his 
-Motery of the ordinary Appraiſements, comes 
to leſ#'than the Duty! on ſome Goods, which 


"tends to-run the Revenue into Forfeiture Þþ 


Collufive Seizures, wheremthe Merchant wall 
find his Account. | 


23. The 


23. The Commiſſioners may compound 


Petty Seizures only where the Subſidy does 


not exceed 4o [{hillinge. 


24. The Regiſter of Ships hitherto requi- 
red for ſuch only as. trade to the Plantations, 
to be extended to all Ezgliſh Ships trading to 
any Foreign Parts, in order to preſerve the Pri- 
vileges intended by the Act of Navigation to 
Ezegliſh Ships and Engliſk Seamen entire to 


them. 


25. Maſters of Ships coming from Foreign 
Parts, tho' pretending to be in Ballaſt, to make 
Declaration at the Cſtom-houſe as well as 


others. 


26, & 30. The Commanders of Men of 
War and Yatchs coming from Foreign Parts, 
as alſo Maſters of Veſlels employed m the 
Service of the Navy, Vidualling, or Tran- 
ſports, to be ſubjeCt to Declaration and Rules 


as well as others. 


27, 28, 29. The Oaths required from Ma- 
ſters of Ships to be writ down on the Reports 
Inwards, and the Contents Outwards , to be 
Signed by the Maſters of the Ships, and to be 
atteſted by the proper Officers adminiſtring 


the ſame reſpectively. 


21, A Regular Account of all Seizures to be 
given from time to time to the Commiſſioners. 


32: All Bonds duly Certified to be Cancelled, 
and the Certificate to be annexed to the Bond, 
to juſtifie the Officer n Cancelling the ſame. 


24 Bonds not duly Certified , to be re- 
turned xepularly inte-the Exchequer , in otr- 
der..to a-Rroſegytion. -_ 


24. The Impoſitions to be accompted for 
in the Exchequer by the Patent-Officers in the 
Year-Books as well as the Subſidy, 


35- Collectors to-give in their Quarterly 
Accounts of Incidents upon Oath , and all 
Officers to attend Unligently at reaſonable 
Hours the Diſpatch of Merchants Buſineſs. 


QOpon the whole Matter, This Bill is of #ry Publick Concernment : For as there was 
in the Tear ending at Michaelmas ht near 1500000 1. i» Money received for 
Duties at the Cuſtom-houſe, and applied to the Diſcharge of the Debt of the 
Nation , It is plain that a due Colleon of theſe Duties does not only tend to en- 
courage Irade in General, but to eaþ the Land of every Gentleman in England 
of ſo much of that Publitk Burthez which muſt otherwiſe come upon it. 
there be ony one Clauſe in the whole Bl, which upon due Deliberation ſhall be found 
ImpraFicable or too Rigorous, the Jill being framed as it is by Rules to make it 
more intelligible in fewer Words , tny one of them may be left ont without Pre- 
judice to the reſt, as having #0 neeſſary Dependance on, or Connexion with one 


another. 


This alwjs allowed in the Commiſſion of 
the Cuſtom, as ſuppoſing the Goods will not 
anſwer the Charge of the Profecution in the 
Exchequer; nevertheleſs the Practice of it is 
uneafie to hat Court, 


This Cluſe does only purſue the Inten- | 
tion of thi Act of Navigation, by encoura- | 
ging the Jailding of Ships in Ezelazd, and 
employingof Ezel:liſh Seamen. 


. That he Pretence of Ballaſt may not be a 
Cover tot raud, as it proves too often, 


This hought to be a neceſlary Caution, to. 
prevent Opportunities of Smuggling, under 
Colour »f the Pablick Service. 


TheLaw already requires the Oath and 
the mking it more ſolemn , by writing it 
down, to be read and ſubſcribed, before 
{worn, may procure a greater Regard of it. 


Ths neceſſary to prevent Diſcharges with- 
out die Courſe of Law. 


Th preſent Pradtice, is to return the Bonds 
into he Exchequer without Cancelling; ſo that 
if theCertificate happens to be loſt, the Mer- 
chantis unreaſonably proſecuted. | 


| Ths no leſs reaſonable than the other, to 
diſcarrage Irregular Practices. 


Tioſe Duties now amounting to more than 
the Old Subſidy, may deferve as much Care 
fron the Officer in rendring a juſt Account of 
the. 

The firſt Part but a reaſonable Caution 
fron the Officer, and the other a juſt Regard 
to he Accommodation of Trade. 


nd if 


